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yakima valley

A couple of years ago I was 
invited to the Yakima Valley 
to take part in the fall crush-
ing of the grapes. 

Sheridan Vineyard, a small winery 

outside a blip of a town called Zil-

lah, was allowing people to come 

pick grapes and then roll up their 

pants, jump into a vat and stomp 

them into bits. Afterward, it held 

a joyous, wine-soaked feast that 

would have made Bacchus proud. 

I’ve always loved wine, but I 

thought visiting wineries was just 

for people with dog noses who 

think standing around is great fun. 

But that experience changed every-

thing I thought about wineries and 

wine tasting. 

Washington’s wine industry 

began in the Yakima Valley, and at 

25 years old (this season marks the 

25th harvest since its establishment 

as an official appellation) it bears 

all the characteristics of a vibrant 

young adulthood. Salt-of-the-earth 

fundamentals and a down-to-earth 

attitude make visiting many of 

these wineries feel as laid-back as 

attending a backyard barbecue. 

On a trip back to the valley in 

September, my fiancé and I hunted 

down the humblest wineries of the 

bunch and dropped in ahead of this 

year’s fall crush. The hospitality of 

these tasting rooms is simple and 

straightforward, but the fantastic 

wines they’re pouring are anything 

but. 

The circuiT
Most wineries are found along 

an 80-mile stretch of I-82 between 

Yakima and the Tri-Cities, with clus-

ters there and around the towns of 

Zillah, Prosser and Benton City. It’s 

easy to park the car for the day and 

bike between tasting rooms. Down-

load a map from wineyakimavalley.

org, and be sure to bring a bottle-

sized backpack.  

Zillah
A basketball hoop, tire swing 

and roaming chickens mark your 

approach to the Paradisos del Sol 

tasting room (3230 Highland Drive), 

which looks so much like someone’s 

kitchen I half-expected a gang of 

kids to rush in and ask the pourer 

for some Sunny D. Our rosé was 

paired with a sushi wind-up toy and 

we roasted mini marshmallows over 

a candle to go with the Riesling. It 

was my favorite stop in Zillah. 

Also try: Two Mountain Winery 

(2151 Cheyne Road), where you’d 

better leave any Husky pride at the 

door; Maison de Padgett Winery 

(2231 Roza Drive), known for its 

gaudy-glam labels and high sugar 

content; and Bonair Winery (500 S. 

Bonair Road), whose Chardonnays, 

tapas menu and beautiful picnic 

grounds make it a perfect spot for 

lunch and a little unwinding with 

the tasting room’s “wine therapists.” 

Prosser
A mandatory stop in Prosser 

is Hinzerling Winery (1520 Sheri-

dan Ave.), “where it all began” in 

1976 with the establishment of the 

Valley’s first family-run winery. Don’t 

let the cobwebs and dusty beakers 

scare you; this place is for real. Be 

sure to try the rich, complex ports. 

Also check out Kestrel Vintners 

(2890 Lee Road) — known for its 

reds — and Snoqualmie Winery 

(660 Frontier Road), which focuses 

on organic, sustainable winemaking. 

Benton City
Some of the region’s best wines 

can be found here in the Red 

Mountain appellation, at wineries 

like Oakwood Cellars (40504 N. 

Demoss Road), Sandhill Winery 

(48313 N. Sunset Road) and the 

Hedges Family Estate (53511 N. 

Sunset Road). But most interest-

ing is Blackwood Canyon Vintners 

(53258 N. Sunset Road). It can 

take hours to escape the clutches 

of winemaker Michael Moore, the 

self-proclaimed black sheep of the 

community, as he rants, raves and 

pours heavy-handed tastes of his 

old-world-style wines. Don’t make 

it your first stop; it could well be 

your last. 

Accommodations provided by Cherry Wood 
Bed, Breakfast and Barn (cherrywoodbbandb.
com).
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Upcoming 
events
• Airfield Estates Winery 

Vineyard Fun Run & Grape 

Stomp, Oct. 11 in Sunnyside 

and Prosser. 

airfieldwines.com.

• Winemaker for a Day at Two 

Mountain Winery in Zillah, 

Oct. 18. Get your hands dirty 

with the winemakers during 

the crush process. 

two mountainwinery.com. 

• Tri-Cities Wine Festival, Nov. 

7–8 in Pasco. Features semi-

nars, a silent auction and a 

public tasting. 

tricitieswine festival.com.

• Thanksgiving in Wine 

Country, Nov. 28–29. Area 

wineries offer tasting events, 

food pairings, tours and 

other off-the-cuff activities. 

wineyakimavalley.org.

ABOuT The AuThOr
Cody Ellerd writes a regular online column 
on local restaurants. search for her name at 
nwsource.com. 

/ /  Visit Trip’s blog for 
where to stay in Yakima 

wine country: 
tripmag.blogspot.com

Q u i c K  T r i P :

no pretense in the wine region 
down the road

top: All are welcome to taste at two Mountain Winery. // Above: Winemaker Michael Moore samples a batch at Blackwood Canyon Vintners.


